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WEST MIDLANDS OVERVIEW AND RUGBY FOCUS



MIDLANDS REGION

Å 31 years in the Midlands 

Å 1,640 acres of land 

Å 10,847,000 sq. ft. of space    - 95% industrial 

- 3% offices

- 2% retail

Å 30 regeneration projects across the region.

Å Rent roll £16,580,000 p.a.
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AREASOF ACTIVITY 4



RUGBY

Acquired sites in Marconi/Alstom portfolios in 2002/2003. 

Å Boughton Road. (Marconi and Alstom)

Å Hillmorton Road. (Marconi)

Å Mill Road / Leicester Road. (Marconi and Alstom)

Å Ashlawn House. (Alstom)

Å Willans Works. (Alstom)
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BOUGHTONROAD, RUGBY

Å Site Area: 24.6 acres

Å Buildings: 304,066 sq. ft. 

Å Increased income from £305,500 pa to £426,000 p.a.

Å Worked up planning application.

- 14 acres housing.

- Retained 90,000 sq. ft. offices let to Alstom on 6 acres producing £220,817 p.a.

Å Sold housing site to Taylor Wimpey - £15.45m ï2007.
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HILLMORTONROAD, RUGBY

Å Site area: 16 acres.

Å Former sports club and sports pitches.

Å Rent of £15,000 p.a. but Marconi no longer used sports facilities.

Å Obtained planning consent for 5 acres of residential.

Å Let sports pitches (11 acres) to Rugby Borough Council.

Å Sold housing site to Taylor Wimpey £2.35m.

7



ASHLAWNHOUSE, RUGBY

Å Site Area: 35.8 acres.

Å 14,800 sq. ft. of buildings.

Å Used as a hotel/training facility.

Å Alstom paid £33,000 p.a.

Å Sold 2008 £1.4m (original purchase 

price £410,000).

Å Overage to Alstom £460,000.
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AERIAL VIEW OF MILL ROAD/LEICESTER ROAD, RUGBY  

Converteam

College
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SITE HISTORY ðTIME LINE 

Å The British Thomson-Houston Company Ltd. Started development of the site in 1899.

Å Electricity related manufacturing facility ïturbines, lamps, motors for craneage etc.

Å Pioneering Company ï1900 to 1910 ïfirst company to take electrification to shipyards,
collieries, rolling mills.

Å Prior to World War One ïB.T.H marinised turbines to power Naval Vessels.

Å World War One ïincrease demand on all fronts ïespecially magnetos as Germany were the
main producer of the time. Also guns, mines, depth charges and shells.

Å Post WW1 ïmanufacturing of wireless apparatus, 1930ôssaw an increase in sodium mercury
discharge lighting (street lighting). 1937 saw the construction of the Main Office Building.

Å Second World War ïProduction of Radar equipment commenced along with the staple diet of
shells and mines etc. Jet propulsion systems where developed. Some research into the
Atomic Bomb. Electric torpedos developed after capture of German U-Boat.

Å Sir Frank Whittle ï1937 he commenced work with B.T.H. to develop the jet engine.

Å Works peaked 1960 ï1980 ïfrom where there has been steady decline.

Å Key Property Investments purchased the site from Alstom / Marconi in 2003/2003.

10



RUGBY WORKS IN 1914

College Site Here
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